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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday March 18, 2009  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday March 18, 2009, at the Municipal 

Building Mount Kisco, New York.   
 

Members Present:      Chairman Kevin Kelly 

Ann Houck 
    Patty Kiernan  

    Bruce Hartleben   

           
Members Absent:  Nancy Abramson  

      

 
Staff Present:  None 

 
Staff Absent:   Austin Cassidy 

 

Returning Cases: 
 

1. The Helmes Group     Case #ARB08- 05      

    421 Lexington Ave     Alterations/ 
    Mount Kisco, New York 10549    Improvements 

 

    Don Holohan, property owner 
    Steven Helmes, architect 

 

Chairman Kelly: Just a reminder to the board that this applicant has been before us previously and 
it was approved and now they are making some deviations and changes for a number of reasons. 

 
Steven Helmes: We had your blessings from the board last year and I believe it was February of 

’08. Subject to that date we have been back and forth we went to the Zoning Board and had an 

unofficial vote for this application. However Don the owner is deciding if he should go retail, medical 
offices and there has been some dispute in the Building Department with the classification of that. 

To cut to the chase we decided to omit the second story addition in the back of the building and Mr. 

Cassidy felt because of that minor change we would need to come back before your board to get 
your approval. It does affect the rear and side façade and that is demonstrated on the plans. The 

last drawing in the set was the former elevations that were submitted. Because we are going back 

to retail we did change the front window elevation which would go more with a retail establishment. 
It does go better with the building. However I am not sure if we could have any leeway if we 

decided to go that route with the one window as demonstrated. The twin was the original design as 
opposed to the one. 

 

Don Holohan: We haven’t settled whether it is going to be retail or medical. The lawyers are 
working on it right now. 

 

Chairman Kelly: I happen to be in the office that day when Austin called. This also was pushed 
back, the second floor. There was some deviation? 

 

Steven Helmes: On the back of the building. That was changed, basically to accommodate the 
stairs. 

 
Too many people speaking 

Don Holohan: It is going to look exactly like it was. 

 
Steven Helmes: To date the car has been sold and the tree has been taken down. I did bring some 

sample of the roof to be red cedar shingles. 

 
Don Holohan: All the materials will remain the same.  

 

Chairman Kelly: The only change would be the copula; it will be relocated to the center.  
 

Steven Helmes: The rear façade steps down to a one story.  

 
Chairman Kelly: The only other deviation at this point was potentiality the window. 

 
Steven Helmes: Yes. To avoid coming back a third time we would love to have that freedom from 

your board if it goes that route. 
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Anne Houck: You are proposing the doorway with the double windows here with the large… 

 
Steven Helmes: That was approved a year ago. This new penetration… 

 

Chairman Kelly: You don’t really realize it with the columns.  
 

Anne Houck: Which page is it? 
 

Chairman Kelly: Page 3 and 6. 

 
Steven Helmes: It does break it up a bit.  

 

Anne Houck: This column is on a porch so to speak and this is the foreground? 
 

Steven Helmes: Yes. 

 
Chairman Kelly: You don’t need a railing? 

 
Steven Helmes: If it is less than 30” we don’t.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Are there any questions or comments? I don’t feel strongly one way or another 
with the double hung window. Especially with the columns there you don’t really notice. I think 

Nancy in this case we can depending on which direction we can make an arrangement either way. 

Providing that the board all agrees. 
 

Board all in agreement.  

 
Anne Houck: It will be based on the usage.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Can we get a motion?  
 

Anne Houck: I move that we accept the previously and alternately proposed elevations for the 
project at 421 Lexington Ave. and we also accept the changes in the rear and side elevations given 

the lack of a full second floor addition and the change in the copula on the new plan.  

 
Patty Kiernan: Second 

 

Board All Ayes. 
 

Anne Houck: Aye on the motion 

Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye 

Chairman Kelly: Aye.  
 

New Cases:  

 
 1. Gas 21 Realty Inc/BP    Case #ARB09-12 

     192 N. Bedford Rd    Signage/Re-branding 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

    Tony Singh, property owner 

    Joe Guarino, representing BP 
 

Joe Guarino: This is a re-branding from Exxon to BP. This is what is there now, and the pole sign 
which is 52 square feet. This is the picture of what we did across town which is 30 square feet 

which matches all the new ordinances. The schematics are all there and the colors. This is what the 

sign is made of and this is the sample of the colors. On the canopy there are two Exxon signs we 
took them down and what we are proposing is two of these helios signs. The one that you are 

looking at are not flat. The helios that we would put on this canopy would be recessed, flat, so they 

would not stick out from the canopy. This also follows the new ordinance. This would be a decal 
(referring to plans) that would be put on.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Nancy, this complies with the height of the sign and everything else? 
 

Nancy Placona: Yes. 

 
Anne Houck: Are there any other changes to the station? 

 
Joe Guarino: The pumps will also be re-branded just like the other station. This is the insert that 

they are looking at. This is the prototype and it will be 8 square feet. We have to eliminate a little of 

f of that and that was a little over so I am making the adjustment to comply. I think the logo itself 
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is 6 ¾’  but if you count the box it is 9 ½ square feet so we are cutting the box down to meet the 

code of 8 square feet.  
 

Chairman Kelly:  Right now it is going to be flush? 

 
Joe Guarino: Yes.  What they will do is cut out a portion of the canopy and set it in so that it looks 

like it is part of the canopy. It will be flush. At this point they have never made one that is flush.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Also there is a first for everything.  

 
Joe Guarino: It was not easy. The one you are looking at does not show it as being flush. This is 

what it will look like at night. The only light that will come through will be through the logo. The 

location will be the same but smaller.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Are there any comments or concerns? Do we have a motion? 

 
Patty Kiernan: I motion that we accept the re-branding of the sign package for the location of 192 

N. Bedford Rd. 
 

Anne Houck: Second 

 
Board All Ayes. 

 

Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the motion 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the second 

Bruce Hartleben: Aye 

Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 

 2. Mt. Kisco Volvo/Louis Ramunni   Case #ARB09-17 

     299 Kisco Ave      Comprehensive 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549   Sign Package 

 
Louis Ramunni, LPR Associates and Rich Stavridis, Mt. Kisco Volvo representing 

the application 

 
Chairman Kelly: For lack of a better term this is a merger?  

 

Rich Stavridis: Correct.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Are you vacating the other sites? 

 
Rich Stavridis: As of Monday all of our locations will be empty. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Are all the signs on those building are going to be removed? 

 

Rich Stavridis: Yes. They are off the buildings right now. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Why don’t you walk us through the application?  

 
Louis Ramunni: What we are proposing is obviously merge Land Rover into the existing Volvo. We 

are adjusting the logos and moving the existing Volvo to make room for Land Rover. 

 
Anne Houck: This photograph shows the existing and the proposed.  

 
Rich Stavridis: What would be happening as you look at this picture is the existing and as you flip it 

the only thing that would be here is the front sign of Volvo would come down. Mt Kisco Volvo here 

is actually going to come off.  
 

Chairman Kelly: That is where the trademark tower is going?  

 
Rich Stavridis: Yes. They are all like that.  

 

Louis Ramunni: That is their trademark. There are no new Volvo signs; in fact we are reducing the 
amount of signage. 

 

Chairman Kelly: You are adding this entry detail. I did not see the floor plan for this structure, 
because it has depth to it. You are building another little lobby. 

 
Rich Stavridis: It is not really. 

 

Louis Ramunni: It is really a sign tower that is in the plane of what is existing. 
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Anne Houck: The shed roof is there? Are you putting windows there? 
 

Louis Ramunni: No. It is all exterior, we are not adding. 

 
Rich Stavridis: The windows are there stay. 

 
Louis Ramunni: The tower is just a façade piece. There is a space between. This is all existing 

(referring to plans).  

 
Chairman Kelly: That line goes right there, right. So this is really in front of it? 

Louis Ramunni: No it is flush with this element here. This part sticks out. 

 
Chairman Kelly: This green mass right here, the way this is drawn and the line of overhang are 

here, and it looks like you are cutting into your parfait. Are you really cutting into the parfait? Are 

you putting it right in front of it? 
 

Rich Stavridis: This whole band here is not the building. This is all the façade. Underneath here is a 
steel building. This is actually away from the building.  

 

Louis Ramunni: There is actually another line that is not showing here, it is here. It is separated 
from the building. 

 

Chairman Kelly: I understand that, it is just the way it was drawn. That line there was your parfait 
line. 

 

Louis Ramunni: A parfait is here and this is just an element that is separate from the building.  
 

Rich Stavridis: I wish I had an aerial view, we do have one. 

 
Louis Ramunni: It is an unusual construction. This is the road elevation and we are removing the 

Volvo signage so nothing will be there. This service sign will remain. This is the elevation that faces 
the Saw Mill Parkway, again we are removing the Volvo signage there, this one will remain and then 

it is just the Land Rover tower. On the side facing Lexus this will remain, but it will get moved over. 

The only thing was to move this Land Rover to be centered. That is what we would prefer. 
 

Chairman Kelly: This appears and maybe it is just the way the color transposed. Are you changing 

the color of Volvo?  
 

Rich Stavridis: No.  

 
Louis Ramunni: It will remain midnight blue, and the Land Rover will be green. We did bring a 

sample of the green. 
 

Patty Kiernan: This would be the color of the building? 

 
Louis Ramunni: Yes. 

 

Anne Houck: This color chip is a much nicer green than what is portrayed in the photographs.  
 

Chairman Kelly: This is clear glass and aluminum... 

 
Louis Ramunni: Yes.  

 
Chairman Kelly: There is no signage going over here?  

 

Rich Stavridis: Is it ever going there? I can’t say.  
 

Nancy Placona: If there was to be signage put there you would have to amend the package and 

return to this board for an amended approval to the package.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Just needed to ask for the record. Are there any questions, and if not can I get a 

motion? 
 

Anne Houck: I move that we accept the sign package for Mt Kisco Volvo and Land Rover at the 

location of 299 Kisco Ave. 
 

Patty Kiernan: Second. 
 

Board All Ayes. 
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Anne Houck: Aye on the motion. 

Patty Kiernan: Aye on the second. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 

Chairman Kelly: Aye.  

 
 3. Manji Restaurant     Case #ARB09-13 

     222 Main Street      Façade/Alterations 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

     Joe Manji, Restaurant Owner 
     Don Accurso 

 

Chairman Kelly: Before we get into this where do we stand on sign packages for this building? 
 

Nancy Placona: There is an established sign package on this building. This application tonight is not 

involving any signage.  
 

Chairman Kelly: They are just applying for the façade work? 
 

Nancy Placona: Correct. 

 
Chairman Kelly: It appears that we are removing the aluminum storefront and changing it to some 

type of French doors. What are they made of? 

 
Dom Accurso: The doors are made of solid pine and mogi glass. This is all oak in this color. This is 

the wood and this is the color. All the façade here will be this wood tone.  

 
Chairman Kelly: Right now it looks like that this is all fluted? 

 

Dom Accurso: Yes. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Are you going to be able to get this fluted also?  
 

Dom Accurso: This is just to show you the wood and those are going to be custom made out of 

solid oak. There will be a crown cap here and also one on top. These are just flush mounted panels 
all the same color. 

 

Chairman Kelly: This detail is different from here? 
 

Dom Accurso: No they are all the same. It continues all the way across and continues over the 

pilaster that sticks out.  
 

Anne Houck: The doors are what material? 
 

Dom Accurso: Wood. 

 
Chairman Kelly: The color you want to use is?  

 

Dom Accurso: It called sierra brown.  
 

Anne Houck: The glass in the doors? 

 
Dom Accurso: It is all tempered clear.  

Chairman Kelly: The tokitt height is? 
 

Dom Accurso: 6 ¼”. 

 
Chairman Kelly: So it is like a French wood door look. 

 

Dom Accurso: This is one side of the building. This space is divided into two.  
 

Patty Kiernan: This is the space that you are occupying. 

 
Dom Accurso: Yes. That panel that you are looking at will be carried all the way through.  

 

Anne Houck: This is not an accurate drawing?  
 

Dom Accurso: The block is to fill in the window to show the structure. 
 

Anne Houck: So you are going to actually cover that block with the same paneling. 
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Patty Kiernan: Are there doors? 

 
Dom Accurso: There are no doors there, just the doors that you see. Then instead of leaving the 

block exposed we were going to put paneling across. 

 
Chairman Kelly: This is going to be a window head detail here, and another panel here and a 

shadow box detail here. Now walk me through that. 
 

Dom Accurso: This would be two more here, because there is no door. If you look at the detail 

there is a closet on the inside. That is why we eliminated the window.  
 

Bruce Hartleben: No windows just the wood paneling/ 

 
Dom Accurso: Correct, it will all be solid.  

 

Chairman Kelly: We need to know about door hardware, color, type. 
 

Dom Accurso: The color is called bronze and hinges are self closers.  
 

Chairman Kelly: The lighting on this?  

 
Dom Accurso: There is no lighting on this. The lighting is already existing, no additional lighting. 

 

Patty Kiernan: It is just one of these pole lights?  
 

Dom Accurso: That pole and then above the canopy they have lighting. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Have we spoken about this lighting? 

 

Nancy Placona: Mr. Martabano did have conversation at our counter regarding the lighting and did 
make mention of the removal of the pole lighting. Other than that there were no specifics as to 

when. 
 

Dom Accurso: They have lighting over the canopy. You can see them here in the picture. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any questions? 

 

Patty Kiernan: I am just curious, will there be any window treatments inside of these doors or are 
you going to be able to see inside? 

 

Joe Manji: There will be on the inside of the door window.  
 

Anne Houck: On this return back to the stonewall how will that be surfaced? 
 

Dom Accurso: It is actually stone. 

 
Anne Houck: The stone actually comes out to the façade? 

 

Dom Accurso: I tried to take a better picture, but the facade comes out and then back around. 
 

Anne Houck: This is the stone? 

 
Dom Accurso: Yes. 

 
Anne Houck: Thank you. 

 

Patty Kiernan: No sign? 
 

Nancy Placona: There is an established sign package for this site and they are not ready this 

evening for discussion of the package. 
 

Anne Houck: I motion that we accept the application as it was presented with the additional 

condition that the plans be modified to reflect the paneling adjacent to the door on the north side of 
the doors. 

 

Patty Kiernan: Second. 
 

Board All Ayes. 
 

Anne Houck: Ate, on the motion 

Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second.  
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Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 

Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 

 4. Cassidy – Flynn      Case #ARB09-08 

     288 Main Street      Façade/Front Door 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
    Anthony Montelone, counsel for the applicant 

 

Chairman Kelly: Why don’t you walk us through the application? 
 

Anthony Montelone:  Right now there is a single door at Cassidy & Flynn Funeral Home. That door 

makes it impossible for the funeral home to service the limousines and the hearse from the front of 
the building. The new door would be a double door that would open up wide enough so that could 

be accommodated. Also the new door would make ingress and egress easier, where presently it is 

tight.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Haven’t I seen caskets coming out the front? 
 

Anthony Montelone: No. In some cases with smaller events and funerals it would be much easier to 

come out the front door.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Obviously it is an insulated door. I have a couple of general questions. This is a 

fiberglass door is what it really is. First I want to focus on the glass pattern, and this is two parts. 
We really have two different doors. We have a door pattern here. They are two different styles. We 

have a very traditional building. Personally this is not colonial this door style. This one is closer.  

 
Anthony Montelone: I think that this one was the door. This one was just to show you how it would 

look. 

 
Chairman Kelly: This is the correct glass pattern.  

 
Anne Hock: This one has one less diamonds in it. 

 

Patty Kiernan; This one has the gold trim on it. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Then I have a question. I like the portions of this door much better than the 

shorter. This appears to be shorter. I am a little confused as to what the applicant really wants. 
 

Anthony Montelone: We just wanted to show you what it looks like.  

 
Anne Houck: We don’t know what it looks like. 

 
Anthony Montelone: This is the door that we are getting and this is from Richards.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Just so you know. This is ¾ glass door and this picture is ½ glass door.  
 

Anthony Montelone: You would prefer ¾? 

 
Chairman Kelly: Personally I think the ¾ looks better.  

 

Bruce Hartleben: Given the two story columns out front, the ½ glass door really doesn’t work. 
 

Anne Houck: This is a near colonial 19th century building that has been heavily renovated, the more 
flamboyant doors are a very highly Victorian style and don’t really jive with the façade. 

 

Anthony Montelone: This is the one that you prefer?  
 

Anne Houck: Something a little less elaborate and something a little more dignified.  

 
Patty Kiernan: We like the proportion of the ¾ glass. If you are going to go that way. 

 

Chairman Kelly: For instance they make this door without the entire ornate ness, that door with 
double panels. This is a large glass panel and they have it with a simple etch or beveled glass which 

is more traditional muttons like you see here in the windows, which would look very elegant also.  

 
Anne Houck: You want this building to look very dignified.  

 
Chairman Kelly: I don’t think we have any problems with the concept of the double door. I think 

practicality that makes a lot of sense. I think this style better than that. I think the ornate ness of 

the glass and frankly you might want to speak with your client the problem with these is you can’t 



 8  ARB Minutes 3/18/09 

see if someone is coming out. If someone is standing there and you open those doors out some one 

could get hurt. I would strongly suggest that they revisit the glass panel. 
 

Anthony Montelone: in what format. 

 
Chairman Kelly: I do know that they make two. They make a simple beveled glass that you can still 

see and they make one that has the muttons like you have here but you can see through it. It is 
basically clear glass.  

 

Anthony Montelone: How about the arch on top? 
 

Chairman Kelly: I don’t think that it really fits. What is interesting about this door, you see this 

panel here; this is really the whole glass panel.  
 

Anthony Montelone: So they are faking it. I understand and you would prefer that it be rectangular? 

 
Chairman Kelly: I am just one member of this board. 

 
Anne Houck: I think that it is unanimous.  

 

Chairman Kelly: I think in the interest of time, and interest of your client, you have a good sense of 
this. If you client contacted Richard’s and I know they have these, drop it off to Nancy and I can 

sign off on it. Just let me know when it gets here. As long as the board agrees. We will take a vote 

based on that. All of you are ok that I make a judgment call on the glass, alternate glass pattern, 
double door like rectangular not arched. 

 

Board Response all on the same page. 
 

Patty Kiernan: The hardware is all black? 

 
Anthony Montelone: I doubt it they will probably use bronze.    

 
Chairman Kelly: It is showing black and there is black shutters and black eagle, black bench, black 

shutters. Can we get a motion subject to me signing off to new glass pattern that will be supplied 

by the applicant?  
 

Patty Kiernan: I move that we accept the application that was presented with the condition that the 

window pane will be rectangular, and the window pane will be ¾ as shown on the Richard’s 
specifications. The hardware will be black, clear glass or beveled. All subject to the approval and 

signing of Chairman Kelly. 

 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 

 
Board All Ayes. 

 

Patty Kiernan: Aye on the motion. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 

Anne Houck: Aye. 

Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 

 5. The Lutheran Church     Case #ARB09-14 

      15 S. Bedford Rd     Alterations 
      Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
      Pastor Jack Horner, applicant 

      Matt Sabanosh 

 
Chairman Kelly: can you walk us through your application? When I reviewed this it looks like pavers 

and some small garden wall, did I miss anything? 

 
Matt Sabanosh: No, what we have done is, this is the current walkway now, which is all in blacktop. 

We are shrinking the mouth to the walkway slightly, creating more of a focus space as you enter. 

We have created some short walls to bring the architecture of the building down, and the brick will 
match the church, with a blue stone cap on it. We have also changed the walkway which is 

currently coming across this section. 

 
Chairman Kelly: In the sketch, it actually picks it up right there, and those are the low garden 

seating walls. That is where you are doing the pavers, correct?  
 

Matt Sabanosh: What we have done also is we have re-routed the walkway. The one walkway use 

to loop around this way. It didn’t entrance people to the front of the church. People would not 



 9  ARB Minutes 3/18/09 

rather come around this way; they would actually go to the side entrance. We are trying to re-focus 

people going back into the center where there is better light in entering the church. That is what we 
have done in this area here. (Reviewing of drawings) This area coming out can be re-seeded, we 

have also done in the back we have created a small sitting area. Once again there are pavers.  We 

have also created a short sitting wall in the back and that will be out of stone, and pick up the rock 
ledge in the back so as to work with the colorization we will have back there. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Real stone, synthetic stone?  

 

Matt Sabanosh: Real stone. Also we are re-surfacing the walkway that is on the CVS elevation. 
Once again blacktop being taken out and pavers going in. We have also done a few short pillars as 

you enter with low lighting on the top of them. There are a total of four.  

 
Chairman Kelly: There is nothing over here on this side.  

 

Matt Sabanosh: We are just casting a very low light for people as they are entering.  
 

Chairman Kelly: This is really in keeping with the roof line with the architecture. 
 

Anne Houck: It really echoes’s it very nicely. 

 
Chairman Kelly: The finish of the lights? 

 

Anne Houck: How many of these lights will there be? 
 

Matt Sabanosh: Six. As you come in here there are two on the pillars here and there are two as you 

enter from that parking lot. So there are a total of four in the main entry part and then two coming 
from the side. 

 

Anne Houck: Non on the S. Bedford Rd side?  
 

Matt Sabanosh: No. We are trying to give a little bit light to the traffic pattern and really trying to 
focus people coming into the front.  

 

Pastor Horner: When the church was built in ’65 this was probably the used entrance, we use to be 
able to park over here. You wouldn’t loose your life crossing Rt. 172.  

 

Patty Kiernan: What about your sign? 
 

Pastor Horner: That is going to remain.  

 
Nancy Placona: There is nothing on the application pertaining to the sign. 

Chairman Kelly: This is not rally Belgium block? 
 

Matt Sabanosh: No it is not, it is pavers.  

 
Chairman Kelly: They don’t make this finish a patina green? 

 

Matt Sabanosh: I don’t believe so, but I can research it.  
 

Anne Houck: Would you consider it if they did? 

 
Matt Sabanosh: Yes. 

 
Chairman Kelly: I think it would make it look like it has always been there. I think we should give 

the applicant an option if it is available I think the board would probably be agreeable to it.  

 
Pastor Horner: We do have the main signs also have that darker copper.  

 

Anne Houck: The idea that you have will present well, it would be a nice touch. 
 

Matt Sabanosh: We will research that. 

 
Anne Houck This lamp post remains as is? 

 

Matt Sabanosh: Yes, the lights that we are putting in are really a low cast, it is not lighting your 
way as you come in, and it is an accent. 

 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the proposal for 15 S. Bedford Rd the Lutheran Church plan as 

presented with the applicant having the option of changing the lighting patina to the aged copper. 
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Patty Kiernan: Second. 

 
Board All Ayes. 

 

Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second 

Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 

 

 6. Boys & Girls Club/Mercury Solar Panels  Case #ARB09-15 
     351 Main Street      Alteration/Install 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549   Roof Top Solar 

         Panels 
  

    Anthony Coschigano, representing the applicant 

 
Anthony Coschigano: I am here this evening to propose a roof top solar electric system mounted on 

the Boys and Girls Club of Mt. Kisco.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Since you are the first in the town I have a host of questions for you and not to 

give you a hard time. 
 

Anthony Coschigano: I understand. 

 
Chairman Kelly: We are starting to set precedence. I understand everyone is energy conscience as 

they should be. Walk me through, you have this plan here that I don’t think anybody will be able to 

follow. 
 

Anthony Coschigano: This is a structural drawing. This is a drawing that we need to support the 

building department and the board understands that we are supporting these modules so that they 
will stay there until the building comes down.  

 
Chairman Kelly: The bottom of the track is approximately 4 1/4” off the roof, correct? 

 

Anthony Coschigano: The bottom of this rail here? 
 

Chairman Kelly: Look at the detail on the bottom track, isn’t that 4 x 4 ½” off? 

 
Anthony Coschigano: Here? I am just trying to see where you are. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Yes. That is the roof that is the “L” Cleet. 
 

Anthony Coschigano: That is the bottom of the solar module. The solar module gets mounted on 
top and the bottom of the track is maybe 2” off the roof. 

 

Chairman Kelly: This “L” piece correct and then this piece here and then the panel fits into that so it 
is about 4 ¼” off the roof. Then the solar panel itself is how thick? 

 

Anthony Coschigano: It is 2” thick. They are all pretty standard. That what you are looking at is the 
dimensions of the inverter, this is the panel. 

 

Chairman Kelly: It could possibly be 1.4”.  
 

Anthony Coschigano: Yes.  
 

Chairman Kelly: 62” x 31” x 1.6”. We are about 5 ½” off the roof. This is on the same roof pitch as 

the existing roof? We are not modifying the pitch. 
 

Anthony Coschigano: No, it is a flat mount. WE are not tilting anything up. 

 
Chairman Kelly: That was one of my concerns. The efficiency rating changes depending obviously 

on the pitch. That is good news. That is something that we really need to be very conscious of, so 

they don’t look like total add on.  
 

Anne Houck: Some of these examples demonstrate the various pitches.  

 
Anthony Coschigano: In the manual for the solar mount this is just the rack and manufactures 

literature. You have a ½ mount and a few other options here that we are not going with.  It is the 
flush mount.  

 

Chairman Kelly: The frame color mount is? 
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Anthony Coschigano: Black. The front page of the handout that I gave you is exactly what the 
system will look like when mounted flush on a roof. This was done at a country club in Darien. 

 

Chairman Kelly: You are portraying that this is going to take up just about the entire roof?  
 

Anthony Coschigano: Correct.  
 

Bruce Hartleben: The whole roof? 

 
Anthony Coschigano: No, what has happened at the country club is that they had a shading issue, 

they choose instead of having a uniform array, because it was on a maintenance facility, they asked 

us to make the system larger on this end and cut a corner on that end because they were loosing 
efficiency. So you are aware our structural engineer wanted us to take the corners out of this array, 

because we are challenged to secure our rails in the corners. We know what we have to do; it is a 

great deal of work for us to secure these rails in the corners, but we decided for esthetic purposes. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Why not change the fasteners? 
 

Anthony Coschigano: It is not that it is a different fastener; it is just the structure of the building in 

that area we are supporting.  
 

Anne Houck: Because it is an eve? 

   
Anthony Coschigano: Correct. We choose to spend the extra effort to make the system look uniform 

in those corners. As you can see the detail of the fastener on the main plan, is fastening the 

existing deck. The engineer here is very conservative in his calculations.  
 

Chairman Kelly: The other ancillary equipment will be where? 

 
Anthony Coschigano: You can see here, that was his original design. I asked him to fill it in on the 

corners.  
 

Chairman Kelly: The other ancillary equipment that goes with this where is it going to be located? 

 
Anthony Coschigano: That equipment is going to be located and I believe you have a photograph of 

that also, on this wall. The only reason that you can see this wall is because we are on the roof of 

the building that we are putting the system on. It is impossible to see this. this is ground level.  
 

Anne Houck: This is the back wall…? 

 
Anthony Coschigano: Correct and it is going on that wall. 

 
Anne Houck: Behind that shed roof?  

 

Anthony Coschigano: You have a shed roof on each side, and there is no way that it will be visible, 
unless you are standing on the roof of where we are putting the solar system. 

 

Patty Kiernan: How many? 
 

Anthony Coschigano: There are six of those. Just to give you an idea sometimes we stack them 

sometimes we put them in a row, depending on the usable space we have. There are six of these 
inverters and basically we can give them one larger 50 kilowatt converter, but if there is ever a 

problem with it here they would only use one sixth of the system. If there was a problem it would 
convert to the weakest link.  

 

Bruce Hartleben: How do you access the middle panels?  
 

Anthony Coschigano: You walk on them very carefully. There is always a challenge especially with a 

system like this with a substantial pitch. We are very careful and I would not recommend that you 
do it. That is what we do. 

 

Bruce Hartleben: How does the snow come off of them? 
 

Anthony Coschigano: The snow comes off by itself. We have not had too many issues with snow 

and especially with a pitch like this it will come right off. As a matter of fact it will come off the 
system sooner then it will come off any other area. Believe it or not we still generate a good 

amount of power with two inches of snow on the system. Short of having a foot of snow the sun 
manages to get through. 

 

Chairman Kelly: The edge detail, just left open?  
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Anthony Coschigano: You are not going to see this because the rails are going the opposite way. 
You are going to see those on the side; we need roughly 2” on either side to secure the module. We 

don’t normally go out as far as this, but we need to get an end clip on there and we need to make 

sure that we have enough room for the end clip.  
 

Chairman Kelly: So what I am asking is this space always left open? 
 

Anthony Coschigano: Yes, because you need air flow. The further off the roof the actual modules 

are the more efficient they are, because they do not heat up. The best productions we get are nice 
cool sunny days.  

 

Patty Kiernan: Are these blue? 
 

Anthony Coschigano: They are black, it is just the effect you get if it is a sunny day and you have a 

blue sky. It is non-reflective glass, because they want to capture as much of the UV and sunlight 
that comes. You are going to get some reflection. That was one of the major concerns with the 

country club, because there were some houses that were maybe 600 yards away from this and they 
were concern that there would be glare from the system to these homes. That was a great concern. 

Everyone is very happy. 

 
Anne Houck: How long has this system been in place? 

 

Anthony Coschigano: We delivered it in November and have been installed since December, 
January. 

 

Chairman Kelly: How much power are you hoping to generate from this system? 
 

Anthony Coschigano: This is a 50 Kilowatt system which is 50 kilowatts of DC power when 

converted into AC power is 40 kilowatts of AC power. 40 or 50 Kilowatts of DC power is the 
equivalent of planting 12 acres of trees every year.  

 
Chairman Kelly: What is the percentage of electricity to the building now?  

 

Anthony Coschigano; I can’t give you an answer now because I did not do the original sales. I don’t 
know what percentage it is. Basically different users have different percentages. This will be on top 

of the pool building. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Questions?  

 

Bruce Hartleben: Are they going to have a net zero meter? 
 

Anthony Coschigano: They do. Four or five months ago the state finally passed the net metering 
law. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Life expectancy is twenty years? 
 

Anthony Coschigano: The warranty is for twenty five years. We don’t know what the usable life is. 

No moving parts. The weak link is the invertors and they are warranted for ten years and last 
twenty. The system usually pays for itself within three years.   

 

Patty Kiernan: I move that we accept submission as presented for 351 Main Street Boys and Girls 
Club. 

 
Anne Houck: Second 

 

Board All Ayes. 
 

Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the motion 

Anne Houck: Aye, on the second 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 

Chairman Kelly: Aye. 

 
 

7. Mount Kisco Diner      Case #ARB09-16 

     252 Main Street      Addition/ 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549   Alterations 

 
    Clifford Munz, Architect, representing the application 

    Presented a power point presentation. 
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Clifford Munz: What you are going to see this evening is the same as you have in your packet. This 

is a little easier to present this way. This application is the Mt. Kisco Coach Diner and they came to 
me and said that they have a lot of people waiting outside and that it gets very busy on Sundays 

and that they would like some more space. So an opportunity came along and he was able to 

purchase the Paul’s Power property next door. This is one of those small lots that are called a 
Cinderella footprint. It is the kind of lot that you need to find the exact use otherwise it will never 

be used again.  
 

Inaudible 

 
Clifford Munz: (Tape Picked up at this point) We have vision at this point looking south. We want 

the style to be a little more than a diner sort of a Metro Mediterarian. This is the existing site plan 

and you can see the proposed. The diner is now about 1,000 square feet. The entrance is in here 
and the new dinning room is located here. This is also a double pronged situation since this is a 24 

hour operation. We are adding 1,300 square feet and change. We are adding some storage 

downstairs but no dining area. This will be a total of less than 8,000 square feet. We had to play 
with the numbers so we could figure out how much we could add with the balance with the parking. 

The in and out will be change to the southern portion of the building and the old entrance will 
become a pedestrian area.  There will be a lot of planting going on. What you see in green is the 

addition and the yellow is the existing. The addition here will be the queuing area and there will be 

benches in this area. During the nice weather you will be able to wait either in or out. This is the 
new dining room and it will be always open.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Are you adding a restroom? 
 

Clifford Munz: Yes we had to add one. It doesn’t have to be special we just had to make the count. 

This is all ADA. This is your new entrance and the new façade. The stone will come off and the new 
material will go on. Cultured stone will go all the way around the base. Even if you knock it, it will 

not chip. This pedestrian area will have the ramp here. The ramp brings you to the same level as 

everyone else. Anybody can use it. This will be a single story building. WE are going to use like a 
Floridian greenhouse area. These are the elevations and basic features. This area here presently 

says Mt. Kisco Diner. Now what we have will be two entrances, on each side. There is one awning in 
the breeze way and it will be terra cotta. The roof here goes to the dome and that is metal. I have 

looked at the sign ordinance and I have a sign here. I would also like to establish the guidelines for 

the signage, although it is not in my contract with my client. I will not be designing the sign but I 
will establish the package. I have a sign over each entrance and the monument at the entrance. 

This is where the sign is presently. There is a recess in this area and some landscaping. I would like 

to do an impression of a coach; it will not be a sign but an architectural element. It will be pressed 
into the façade. I would ask that you not look at it as signage, there will be no lettering. There will 

be no changes to the back of the building, just repainting. I have tried to give this a little more 

richness to it. This is the color palette that we are working with.  These awnings are the same as we 
used on 134 Main Street.  

 
Anne Houck: Are they the same color?  

 

Clifford Munz: No they are a terra cota. These lights wash up and down. There is emergency exit in 
the back. Some of this lighting is hidden and just throws off a glow. This lighting is very interesting 

and is used in the planting areas. You can see them in Ideal Electric. The solarium columns are 

modified Tuscan. The feel is like the outside being brought in. The signs and again they will be 
addressed on another application. The monument will not be illuminated, it will be up lighting. I am 

working with three boards right now and everybody is looking for your comments. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Right now this application is before us as a conceptual and this is a courtesy 

tonight and there is a lot of information for this board to digest in one meeting. Until we know 
where the Planning Board is thinking we are only looking at this as a conceptual.   

 

Anne Houck: What are the outstanding issues with the Planning Board as you know them? 
 

Clifford Munz: We went to the Village Board and in order for me to make the change I have to 

change the district. It has to be changed from a OD to a CB2. The Planning Board had a trip 
analysis done by AKRF. We are trying to get back to the Planning Board now.  

 

Anne Houck: I just want to know the issues.  
 

Clifford Munz: That is the issue. Their issue is to give the recommendation to the Village Board.  

 
Anne Houck: Vehicular traffic is the issue?  

 
Clifford Munz: Yes.  

 

Chairman Kelly: And the rezoning.  
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Clifford Munz: The Village Board asked the Planning Board the recommendation, they don’t have an 
argument with the rezoning. When I do come back here again although this is a courtesy at what 

you are seeing I don’t expect it to change much at all at what you are seeing. The building will not 

change no matter what the site plan does. It will be the circulation. Coming back will hopefully be a 
more abbreviated presentation. I have the ability for you to review different parts of the application 

if you would like.  
 

Chairman Kelly: I think we need a better understanding of the position of the Planning Board. Then 

we can start dissecting this and discussing the architecture and the number of signs and the 
package. There are a host of items that will need discussion. Any questions? I would like to speak 

with Austin regarding coverage to make sure we are all on the same page. All the materials will 

have to be reviewed.  
 

Clifford Munz: WE do our homework and try to cover all the bases.  

 
Anne Houck: I do have one other comment. In the graphic on the front of the building, no matter 

how you look at it, it will still be signage.  
 

Clifford Munz: With no words? 

 
Anne Houck: Even with no words, it would be a logo and that would be signage. I am trying to give 

you some ideas and the current code going forward.  

 
Chairman Kelly: I appreciate you coming in, it was very informative. Nancy I would like you to 

reach out to the other boards, it is a major building in town and I would like a clear understanding. 

When are you back before the Planning Board? 
 

Clifford Munz: I am back in front of them the 24th.  

 
Anne Houck: Thank you for a very informative presentation. 

 
Clifford Munz: My pleasure 

 

Minutes: 
 

Anne Houck: I motion the minutes of 2/18/09 be accepted as presented. 

 
Patty Kiernan: Second. 

 

Board All Ayes. 
 

Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion. 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second. 

Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 

Chairman Kelly: Aye.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Motion to close ARB  

 
Anne Houck: Second. 

 

Board All Ayes. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted By, 

 

 
 

Nancy Placona 

Board Secretary 
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